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The  Lincoln 
Grandchildren 


Jessie  Lincoln  Beckwith 
Joiinson  Randolph 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other  sources 
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DIVORCES     KIN     OF    LINCOLN. 

Warren  Beckwith  E«ceives  Decree  on 
the   Anniversary   of   Birthday  of 

Wife's  Grandfather.      .    .a-^ 


Mount  Pleasant,  la.,  Feb.  12.— [Special.]— 
Warren  Beckwith  today  received  a  decree  of 
llvorce  from  his  wife,  Jessie  Lincoln  Beck- 
with, granddaughter  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  on 
a  charge  of  desertion.  Mrs.  Beckwith  is  given 
the  custody  of  the  two  children^  There  Is  to 
be  no  alimony. 


KIN    OF    F.INCOUN    WEDS  f 
A>ho<iute<l   I'refss 
WASHINGTON,        Dec.        30.  —  The 
granddaughter    of     Abraham    Lincoln 
and   a   scion   of   the  noted   Randolph 
family      of    Virginia    were    united    In 
matrimony    here    by    the   wedding    of 
Mrs.   Jessie   Lincoln   Johnson,    daugh-  | 
ter  of  Robert  T.  Lincoln,  and  Bfobert  I 
J.  Randolph  of  New  York  pity.  It  was  | 
the    third   marriage   venture   for    Mrs.  ' 
Johnson,  relatives  said.     She  had  two 
children   by   her   first   marriage,   they 
said.   Randolph's   family   live   in   Midi 
dlesex  county,  Virginia.  Tbe  widow  of 
Robert  T.  Lincoln  Is  residing. here  for 
the  winter.  '  '        ' 


Lincoln's  Granddaug*hter  Dies 

RUTL.AND,  Vt.,  Jan.  6.  (INS)— 
Urs.  Jessie  Lincoln  Randolph,  last 
surviving  direct  descendant  of 
President   Lincoln,   is  dead. 

The  72-year-old  granddaughter 
of  the  Civil  War  President  and 
daughter  of  Robert  Todd  Lincoln, 
died  at  Rutland  City  Hospital  aft- 
er a  month'*  illness.  Her  father 
dl«d  In  Mancheater,  Vt.,  in  1926. 
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THE   CLOSE   OF  ANOTHER   LINCOLN   GENERATION 


The  last  surviving  grandchild  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  Mrs. 
Jessie  Lincoln  Eandolph,  passed  away  last  Monday  at 
a  hospital  in  Rutland,  Vermont,  where  she  had  been 
moved  about  a  month  ago  from  her  nearby  home  at 
Manchester.  She  was  the  youngest  of  three  children  born 
to  Robert  T.  and  Mary  Harlan  Lincoln.  Her  death  brings 
to  a  close  another  generation  of  the  Lincoln  family  and 
there  survives  but  one  other  family  group,  the  three 
great  grandchildren  of  the  President. 

Mrs.  Randolph's  sister,  Mrs.  Mary  Lincoln  Isham,  died 
in  New  York  nearly  ten  years  ago  and  left  an  only  son, 
Lincoln  Isham,  who  still  survives.  Mrs.  Randolph  leaves 
a  daughter,  Mary  Lincoln  Beckwith,  and  a  son,  Robert 
Lincoln  Beckwith,  children  of  a  former  marriage.  There 
are  no  other  direct  descendants  of  President  Lincoln  now 
living. 

The  tragedies  which  have  befallen  this  family  con- 
tributing so  much  to  its  near  extinction  began  with  the 
disaster  which  befell  Pioneer,  Abraham  Lincoln,  who  was 
massacred  by  the  Indians  in  Kentucky  in  May,  1786.  They 
closed  with  the  untimely  death  of  another  Abraham  Lin- 
coln, grandson  of  the  President  who  died  at  seventeen 
years  of  age  in  London,  England. 

Indian  Massacre 

Abraham  Lincoln  in  1854  wrote  to  one  of  his  relatives 
about  the  massacre  of  his  grandfather  in  these  words, 
"The  story  of  his  death  by  the  Indians  and  of  Uncle 
Mordecai  then  fourteen  years  old  killing  one  of  the  In- 
dians, is  the  legend  more  strongly  than  all  others  im- 
printed upon  my  mind  and  memory."  The  grandfather 
was  only  about  forty  years  old  and  his  widow  was  left 
in  the  wilderness  with  five  children  of  whom  the  fourteen 
year  old  Mordecai  was  the  oldest. 

Little  Brother's  Grave 

Abraham  Lincoln  could  not  have  realized  the  full  sig- 
nificance of  his  younger  brother's  death  but  he  undoubt- 
edly experienced  a  season  of  loneliness  by  the  loss  of  his 
playmate.  The  death  of  Thomas  Jr.  at  about  two  or  three 
years  of  age  might  be  considered  the  first  tragedy  in 
Abraham  Lincoln's  childhood  experience.  The  grave  of 
this  third  child  of  Thomas  and  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln 
was  discovered  in  1933. 

Poison  Snake  Root  Victim 

The  major  tragedy  in  the  Lincoln  family  history,  as 
it  relates  more  directly  to  the  life  of  the  boy  Abraham, 
was  the  death  of  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln  in  1818  when  her 
son  was  but  nine  years  of  age.  The  horror  with  which 
the  terrible  malady  struck  the  community  would  never  be 
forgotten  and  it  swept  away  Abraham's  "angel  mother." 
Her  burial  place,  not  far  from  the  cabin  home,  was  a 
constant  reminder  of  this  family  catastrophe. 

Childbirth  Tragedy 

Lincoln  had  a  sister  Sarah,  named  for  his  mother's 
cousin  Sarah  Shipley  Mitchell.  But  two  years  separated 
the  birthdays  of  Thomas  and  Nancy  Lincoln's  two  chil- 
dren, Sarah  being  the  oldest.  She  married  Aaron  Grigsby, 
one  of  the  neighbor  boys  in  Spencer  County  and  a  year 
and  a  half  later  she  died  in  childbirth.  It  was  very  difficult 
for  Abraham  to  be  reconciled  to  the  fateful  occurrence. 
He  was  then  but  19  years  old  nevertheless  he  had  lost 
his  mother,  his  only  brother,  his  only  sister  and  her  baby. 


Diphtheria  Claims  Eddie 

The  second  child  of  Abraham  and  Mary  Todd  Lincoln 
was  named  Edward  Baker,  named  for  the  famous  Illinois 
statesman  and  friend  of  the  parents.  We  know  little 
about  him  except  that  he  died  at  four  years  of  age  of 
the  dreaded  Diphtheria.  Mr.  Lincoln  commented  in  one 
of  his  letters  how  greatly  they  missed  him. 

A  White  House  Calamity 

Calamity  is  not  too  strong  a  word  to  use  in  relation 
to  the  death  of  Willie,  the  third  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lincoln.  Not  only  was  there  the  loss  of  a  brilliant  child 
but  also  the  mental  anguish  of  a  mother  which  was 
largely  responsible  for  her  start  on  the  road  to  complete 
collapse.  Mr.  Lincoln  himself  was  in  deep  grief  for  many 
months  after  Willie's  demise.  Willie  was  described  as  of 
"great  mental  activity,  unusual  intelligence,  wonderful 
memory,  methodical,  frank  and  loving."  Willie  died  on 
February  20,  1862,  at  eleven  years  of  age. 

The  Assassination 

Without  the  need  of  any  comment  on  this  tragedy,  the 
reader  is  able  to  summarize  the  tremendous  loss  occa- 
sioned by  the  assassination  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  the 
most  sensational  personal  tragedy  in  the  history  of  the 
nation.  The  loss  to  the  family  and  especially  as  it  ag- 
gravated the  mental  ailment  of  the  widow;  the  loss  to 
the  nation  in  sterling  leadership  at  the  very  beginning 
of  a  second  presidential  term,  and  the  tremendous  loss 
to  the  southland  in  the  removal  of  its  best  friend  in 
Washington,  were  factors  which  contributed  to  the 
nation's  wide  mourning.. 

Tad  Follows  His  Dad 

No  child  of  the  White  House  has  become  more  endeared 
to  the  American  people  than  Tad  Lincoln.  After  the 
death  of  the  President,  Tad  was  the  almost  constant 
companion  of  his  mother.  At  eighteen  years  of  age,  the 
time  he  was  showing  marked  improvement  in  his  edu- 
cation, he  was  stricken  with  what  his  physician  called 
"dropsy  of  the  chest."  During  this  illness  his  mother 
wrote  to  a  friend,  "With  the  last  few  years  so  filled  with 
sorrow  this  fresh  anguish  bows  me  to  the  earth."  Tad 
died  in  Chicago  on  July  15,  1871. 

Lincoln's  Widow  Passes 

The  story  of  Mary  Todd  is  a  tragic  one  in  itself.  Her 
own  mother  died  when  she  was  but  seven  years  old.  She 
lost  her  second  son  at  four  years  of  age  from  diphtheria, 
her  third  son  at  eleven  years  of  age  from  malaria.  Three 
years  after  the  death  of  this  child  her  husband  was 
assassinated  seated  by  her  side.  Six  years  later  she  lost 
her  youngest  son  and  within  four  years  after  his  death 
she  was  declared  insane  and  placed  in  an  asylum.  Re- 
leased the  following  year  as  a  harmless  woman,  she 
spent  her  last  years  in  both  physical  and  mental  anguish 
until  she  passed  away  on  Sunday  night,  July  16,  1882, 
in  her  sixty-fourth  year. 

The  Last  Lincoln  Succumbs 

Robert  T.  and  Mary  Harlan  Lincoln  had  but  one  son 
named  Abraham  Lincoln  for  his  illustrious  grandfather. 
He  was  also  the  only  grandson  of  Senator  James  Harlan. 
He  was  in  every  respect  a  worthy  descendant  of  these 
two  fine  families.  At  the  time  his  father  was  minister  to 
England,  Abraham  had  an  abscess  which  became  in- 
fected and  he  passed  away  after  a  delicate  surgical  oper- 
ation on  March  5,  1890,  at  seventeen  years  of  age. 


Bteknlth 


LINCOLN  FAMILY 
STORY  TURNS  UP 
A  NEW  CHAPTER 

Granddaughter's  First 
Husband  Found 

BY  SEYMOUR  KOFMAN 

tChlrno  Tribune  PrMi  Senlcel 

I  La  JoUa,  Cal.,  March  19— An 
IcpiloB  to  the  Abraham  Lincoln 
story  was   add 


cd  today  with 
tlip  discovery 
by  TiiKTnii;UNB 
that  W  a  r  r  c  n 
Wallace  B  c  c  k  - 
with,  7S,  first 
husband  ot  the 
martyred  Presi- 
dent's Rrand- 
daughtcr,  Jessie, 
is  lis'ing  hero. 

Bcckwith's  two 
children  by.  Jes- 
sie, who  arc  grcat-Brandchildrcn 
of  Lincoln,  said  recently  they 
hadn't  known  tlicir  father's  where- 
abouts for  years,  almost  as  far 
back  as  1007  when  lie  divorced 
their  mother  in  Mount  Pleasant, 
la. 

The  finding  of  Beckwith  was 
of  particular  histoiical  and  genea- 
logical interest  because'  he  sired 
two  of  the  only  three  persons  now 
alive  directly  descended  from 
President  Lincoln,  who  was  assas- 
sinated April  I'l.  1S65,  after  he 
had  saved  the  Union  in  the  Civil 
war. 

Children  Live  In  East 

Jessie,  wiio  married  twice  acaln 
after  the  Beckwith  divorce,  died 
Jan.  4,  19-lS,  at  Bennington,  Vt. 
at  the  agt!  of  72.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  Robert  Todd  Lincoln, 
the  only  one  of  the  President's 
four  sons  who  reached  manhood. 
Rooert  died  in  Manchester,  Vt., 
in  1926,  at  the  age  of  82.  Jessie's 
offspring  by  Beckwith  are  Miss 
Mary  [Peggy]  Lincoln  Beckwith, 
53,  who  lives  at  Hildene,  the 
Robert  Lincoln  family  estate  in 
Manchester,  and  Robert  [Buddy] 
Todd  Lincoln  Beckwith,  47,  of 
Washington. 

The  only  other  living  direct  de- 
scendant of  Abraiiam  Lincoln  is 
another  great-grandson,  Lincoln 
Isham,  59,  of  New  York  City  and 
Dorset,  Vt.  He  is  the  son  of  the 
late  Charles  Isham  and  Mary 
Lincoln,  wlio  was  Robert  Lincoln's 
elder  daughter.  Charles  Ish.im 
died  in  1919  and  his  wife  In  1938. 

Warren  Wallace  Beckwith  is  a 
slim,  gray  haired  man  who  has 
lived  in  La  Jolla  since  1938  and 
was  an  active  Jiunter  and  golfer 
until  a  heart  ailment  curtailed 
iiis  activity  a  few  years  ago.  His 
mother  died  when  he  was  5  years 
old  and  his  father,  Warren  Beck- 
with, who  once  was  general  man- 
agcn-  of  the  Chicago,  Burlington 
and  Quincy  railroad,  died  in  1905. 


Elope  to  Milwaukee 
Beckwith,  in  his  interview  with 
Tiis  Ti{ini;NE,  filled  in  some  of 
the  hitherto  missing  pages  in  the 
Lincoln  family  chronicle.  Born  in 
1873.  he  was  24  wl-.en  he  eloped 
to  Milwaukee,  in  1S97  with  Jessie 
Lincoln,  then  22.  Theirs  had  been 
a  college  romance,  Jessie  being 
a  society  belle  and  Beckwith  the 
star  right  half  back  on  the  foot- 
ball team  of  Iowa  Wesleyan  col- 
lege at  Mount  Pleasant.  That  was 
the  home  town  of  Jessie's  mother, 
Mary  Harlan,  daughter  of  Sen, 
James  Harlan  of  Iowa. 

"There  has  been  talk  that  I 
didn't  get  along  with  Robert 
Lincoln,"  Beckwith  said,  "  but 
that's  not  true.  I  wa.s  a  frequent 
visitor  tit  his  home  and  he  was 
always  very  nice  to  me.  I  guess 
the  Lincolns  were  surprised,  tho, 
when  Jessie  and  I  eloped.  They 
hadn't  wanted  us  to  get  married, 
but  why  shouldn't  we?  Wo  were 
sweethearts  at  college." 

Mothcr-ln-Law  Blamed 
"I\Irs.  Lincoln  was  always  In- 
terfering in  our  marriage,"  Beck- 
;  with  reminisced.  "  She  kept  taking 
Jessie  and  our  children  away  from 
,  me.  Mrs.  Lincoln  said  she  was 
lonely  since  tho  death  of  her  son, 
Abraham  Lincoln  II." 

[The  boy,  nicknamed  Jack,  died 
in  1S90  in  London  at  the  age  of 
;.7.1 

"  When  Mrs.  Lincoln  took  Jes- 
sie and  our  children  to  London  in 
1906."  Beckwith  went  on,  "  I  said 
I  was  going  to  gc'.  a  divorce.  Mrs. 
I  Lincoln   Kai<l   I  couldn't   get  one. 
!  but  I  showed  her.  I  charged  Jessie 
I  with   desertion   and   got   the  un- 
contested divorce  in  1907  in  JNIounC 
I  Pleasant.  I  didn't  nsk  for  custody 
I  of  the  children  because  they  were 
with  Jessie,  and  she  and  tier  fami- 
|ly  were  much  better  able  to  sup- 
port  them    than   I   was.   I   never 
again  saw  Jessie  or  the  children, 
hut   friends  sent  me  pictures  of 
them. 

"  I  only  learned  about  Jessie's 
death  in  194S  from  the  news- 
papers. I  hadn't  seen  her  since 
1906,  and  she  had  remarried  twice 
and  so  had  I." 

Tries  to  Sec  Chtiarcn 
Beckwith  was  a  captain  in  the 
ficid  artillery  during  World  War 
I  spending  most  of  his  time  on 
staff  work  at  Blois,  Franco.  Once, 
when  passing  thru  Washington  In 
19:i7,    he   telephoned    Jessie    and 

asked  if  he  might  see  the  children. 

"She  said  there  was  no  point 
to  it,  to  let  the  past  be,  and  that 
was  the  end  of  that,"  Beckwith 
said.  Jessie  was  then  married  to 
Frank  Edward  Johnson,  of  Nor- 
wich, Conn.,  a  geografcr.  They 
were  divorced  in  1925.  Her  third 
maiTiage  in  1926  was  to  Robert  J. 
Randolph,  now  77,  who  lives  in' 
New  York  City.  I 

Beckwith's  second  marriage  was 
to  Blanche  Cutler  of  Aurora,  lU. 
in  1907  soon  after  his  divorce  from 
I  Jessie.  They  were  divorced  in  1921 
'  and  she  has  remarried.  Their  son, 
I  Philip,  35,  is  technical  manager 
of  the  Union  Box  company  of  Sa- 
vannah, Ga. 

In  1924  Beckwith  married  his 
third  and  present  wife,  tho  former 
Vera  Ward  of  Ashevillc.  N.  C. 
They  have  a  son,  Warren  Wallace 
Beckwith  Jr.,  27,  who  i.s  an  ocean- 
ologist  with  the  Scripps  institute  i 
in  La  Jolla.  ! 


Lincoln's  Granddaughter 
Eloped  To  Milwaukee 


By  Lester  W.  Olson 

On   A   MILD   FALL   DAY,    WITH   A   LIGHT   SOUTH   WIND 

blowing,  a  young  couple  alighted  in  Milwaukee  from  a  Chicago 
train  at  1:45  p.m.,  Nov.  10,  1897.  They  hurried  out  of  the  St.  Paul 
depot,  hailed  a  hack,  and  directed  the  driver  to  the  Hotel  Pfister, 
where  they  remained  only  a  few  minutes.  Re-entering  the  hack, 
they  were  driven  to  the  home  of  the  Rev.  O.  P.  Christian,  pastor 
of  the  Sherman  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  at  581  Twelfth 
St. 

The  young  lady  was  Miss  Jessie  Lincoln,  22  year  old  daughter 
of  Robert  Todd  Lincoln  of  Chicago,  who  on  almost  that  very  day 
was  elected  president  of  the  Pullman  Palace  Car  Co.  Jessie,  a 
granddaughter  of  President  Abraham  Lincoln,  had  enjoyed  the 
most  brilliant  social  advantages  both  in  this  country  when  her 
father  had  been  secretary  of  war,  and  in  London,  where  Robert 
Lincoln  had  been  U.  S.  Minister.  She  was  the  second  daughter  of 
the  Lincolns,  the  older  being  Mrs.  Charles  Isham  of  New  York. 
Their  only  son  Abraham  died  while  the  family  lived  in  London. 

The  bridegroom  was  23  year  old  Warren  Wallace  Beckwith,  son 
of  Capt.  Warren  Beckwith  of  Mt.  Pleasant,  Iowa,  who  had  lately 
retired  as  general  roadmaster  of  the  Burlington  railroad.  The 
Milwaukee  Journal  reporter  said  of  Warren:  "Young  Beckwith 
was  a  harum-scarum  young  fellow,  devoted  to  athletics,  belonging 
to  the  local  college  football  and  basketball  teams,  a  good  horseman, 
bicyclist,  boxer  and  shot,  but  with  a  decided  aversion  to  educational 
matters  and  the  confining  requirements  of  a  business  career."  He 
added,  however,  that  Beckwith  had  no  particularly  bad  habits 
and  was  just  such  a  fellow  as  would  attract  the  attention  of  a 
romantically  inclined  girl. 


At  2:30  THAT  AFTERNOON  THE  ELOPERS  ARRIVED  AT 
Rev.  Mr.  Christian's  home  and  asked  him  to  perform  a  marriage 
ceremony.  He  consented  and  led  them  into  the  parlor.  After  a 
few  minutes'  talk  Mr.  Christian  went  to  his  desk,  took  out  the 
necessary  blanks,  and  put  the  couple  under  oath  as  to  their  ages 
and  other  necessary  details.  Witnesses  were  then  called  in,  Mrs. 
Christian  and  Mrs.  Henry  J.  Baumgaertner,  wife  of  the  president 
of  the  common  council.  In  their  presence  Mr.  Christian  again  put 
the  couple  under  oath  and  proceeded  to  perform  the  ceremony. 
Later  the  minister  recalled  that  both  seemed  deeply  impressed, 
that  no  couple  he  had  ever  married  before  seemed  to  feel  the  re- 


ABRAHAM  LINCOLN,  1809-1865 
Married 
Mary  Todd-1818-1882 


Edward 
1846-1850 


William 
1850-1862 ■ 


Robert  Todd  Lincoln-1843-1926 
Married  Mary  Harlan-1847-1937 


Thomas 
1853-1871 


Jessie-1875-1948 


Married 

1st.  Warren  Beckwith 

2nd.  Frank  Edward  Johnson 

3rd.  Robert  J,  Randolph 


Abraham 
1873-1890 


Mary-1669-1938 
Married  Charles  Isham 


Lincoln  Isham-1892- 
Married  Leahalma  Correa 


Mary  Lincoln  Beckwith-1898- 


Robert  Lincoln  Beckwith-1904- 
Married  Mrs.  Hazel  Holland  Wilson 


Genealogical  table  showing  all  the  living  descendants  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 
There  is  no  descendant  bearing  the  surname  of  Lincoln. 


sponsibility  as  they  did.  When  he  discovered  they  were  eloping, 
he  was  somewhat  surprised,  but  as  the  marriage  had  been  legally 
performed,  he  said  "he  had  no  apprehension."  This  was  the  first 
runaway  couple  he  had  ever  married. 

After  the  ceremony  the  cabman  drove  the  bride  and  groom  to 
the  Plankinton  House,  where  they  registered  as  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Beckwith.  Dinner  was  served  in  their  room.  Later  that  after- 
noon a  waiter  found  their  door  open  and  the  room  empty.  They 
had  already  left  for  the  Northwestern  depot  and  taken  the  4 
o'clock  train  back  to  Chicago.  Upon  arrival  in  Chicago,  Beckwith 
took  his  bride  to  her  father's  home,  while  he  registered  at  the 
Clifton  House. 

The  Lincolns  did  not  approve  of  this  marriage.  Robert  Todd 
Lincoln  issued  the  following  statement  the  next  day:  "About  a 
year  ago  my  daughter  and  young  Beckwith  became  sweethearts 
while  she  was  visiting  her  mother's  old  home  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  la. 
Both  Mrs.  Lincohi  and  I  objected  to  the  young  man.  We  broke 
off  the  attachment,  separated  the  young  people,  and  thought  that 
settled  it.  While  Miss  Jessie  was  in  Mt.  Pleasant,  on  a  recent 
visit,  it  seems  the  attachment  was  renewed,  unknown  to  us.  We 
still  disapprove  of  the  young  man  as  much  as  we  did  at  the  outset. 
He  is  not  satisfactory  to  us  to  be  the  husband  of  our  daughter. 
He  is  the  son  of  Capt.  Beckwith,  a  good  friend  of  Mrs.  Lincoln's 
family  at  Mt.  Pleasant — and  the  father  is  altogether  an  estimable 
old  man.    It  is  the  son,  not  the  father,  we  are  opposed  to. 

"I  do  not  know  anything  about  the  details  of  the  ceremony.  I 
do  not  know  what  business  the  young  man  engages  in,  but  he  was 
in  some  business  or  other  in  Mt.  Pleasant.  Jessie  is  now  here  at 
home  with  us.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  the  whereabouts  of 
Mr.  Beckwith  nor  of  his  plans.  We  did  not  know  of  the  secret 
wedding  imtil  Mrs.  Lincoln  questioned  our  daughter  in  her  room 
after  dinner,  when  she  admitted  having  gone  to  Milwaukee  and 
being  married  secretly  in  the  afternoon.    That's  all  there  is  to  it." 

In  SPITE  OF  THIS  STRONG  DISAPPROVAL  OF  HER  PAR- 

ents,  Jessie  joined  her  husband  at  Mt.  Pleasant  five  days  later  and 
on  Nov.  18,  watched  him  "battle  for  the  glory  of  Iowa  Wesleyan" 
on  the  football  field. 

This  marriage  begun  so  romantically  lasted  10  years.  The  cou- 
ple's two  children  survive.  Miss  Mary  Lincoln  Beckwith  of  Man- 
chester, Vt.,  and  Robert  Lincoln  Beckwith  of  Washington,  D.C. 
The  only  other  living  direct  descendant  of  Abraham  Lincoln  is 
Lincoln  Isham  of  New  York,  son  of  Jessie's  older  sister  Mary. 

The  Beckwiths  were  divorced  in  1907.  Jessie  later  married 
Frank  E.  Johnson,  whom  she  divorced  in  1925.  The  next  year 
she  married  Robert  J.  Randolph.  There  were  no  children  born 
of  these  later  marriages.  Jessie  Lincoln  Randolph  died  at  Ben- 
nington, on  January  4, 1948. 


Reprint  from  December  1955  Issue  of  the  "Historical  Messenger",  Milwaukee 
County  Historical  Society. 
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Lincoln's  Granddaughter  Ran  Off 
to  Milwaukee  to  Wed  Football  Star 


By  I>ESTER  W.  OLSON 

From   "Historical   Messenger."   the  quarterly 
of  ihe  Milwaukee  Couiily  Hisloncal  socieli'. 

On  a  mild  fall  day,  with  a  light 
south  wind  blowing,  a  young 
couple  alightec'  in  Milwaukee 
from  a  Chicago  train  at  1:45  p.m., 
Nov.  10,  1897.  They  hurried  out 
of  the  St.  Paul  depot,  hailed  a 
hack,  and  directed  the  driver  to 
the  Hotel  Pfister,  where  they  re- 
mained only  a  few  minutes.  Re- 
entering the  hack,  they  were 
driven  to  the  home  of  the  Rev. 
O.  P.  Christian,  pastor  of  the 
Sherman  Street  Methodist 
Episcopal  church,  at  581  12th  st. 
j  The  young  lady  was  Miss  Jes- 
sie Lincoln,  22  year  old  daughter 
of  Robert  Todd  Lincoln  of  Chi- 


cago, who  on  almost  that  very 
day  was  elected  president  of  the 
Pullman  Palace  Car  Co.  Jessie,  a 
granddaughter  of  President  Abra- 
ham Lincoln,  had  enjoyed  the 
most  brilliant  social  advantages 
both  in  this  country  when  her 


Ijmjt  '.^-va»?.'^.^»w.'.^ 


Lester  W.  Olson,  5558  N. 
Berkeley  blvd.,  Whitefish  Bay, 
in  backtracing  on  the  Milwau- 
kee marriage  of  Lincoln's 
granddaughter,  unearthed  the 
court  records  of  the  marriage 
license  and  checked  the  weath- 
er bureau.  So,  when  he  says 
it  was  "a  mild  fall  day  with  a 
light  south  wind  blowing"  he 
knows  what  he  is  writing. 
Pictures  from  Olson's  Lincoln 
collection  will  appear  in  Sun- 
day's Picture  Journal. 

father  had  been  secretary  of  war, 
and  in  London,  where  Todd  Lin- 
coln had  been  United  States  min- 
ister. She  was  the  second  daugh- 
ter of  the  Lincolns,  the  older 
being  Mrs.  Charles  Isham  of  New 
York.  Their  only  son,  Abraham, 
died  while  the  family  lived  in 
London. 

'  AH  arum-Scar  unx 

The  bridegroom  was  23  year 
old  Warren  Wallace  Beckwith, 
son  of  Capt.  Warren  Beckwith  of 
Mount  Pleasant,  Iowa,  who  had 
lately   retired   as   general   road- 
master   of   the    Burlington   rail- 
road. A  Milwaukee  Journal  re- 
porter said  of  Warren:  "Young 
Beckwith   was   a   harum-scarum 
young  fellow,  devoted  to  athlet- 
B  dn  J9:(BM  3u!puas  *q}Joj  puE 
jjoeq  jaAaj   aq;   pai{J0M  J9q;Eq 
9qX   "jaAai  uapooAv  b   si  qoiqM 
8P!S9q    ;b9s    9dAj    joojs    ouBid 
3U1AI0A3J  B  q;yM  }9§pB3  jnuiBM 
B  s.Ji  •0t'<-0£81  punojB  p9sn  U99q 
9ABq  oj  p9A9q9q   'J9Moqs  loois 
biuiSjia  aqi  SI  XBjdsip  aqj  jo  \ii^\\ 
§uijBupsEj  jsoiu  aqi  R\ofiqoi^ 

■mOOJ  ^J9A9 

XpBau  joj  qjBq  b  SBq  qoiqM  lajoq 
B  'Biaojsv-JJopiB^  aqj  ^b  „buibjo 
-q:)Eq„  B  ui  ABjdsip  uo  luaqj  ;nd 
puB  S9n3n  qnj  anbijuB  assqj  jo 
frj  dn  p9J9q;B3  SBq  '9J9q  uohu9a 

-U03  UI  MOU  UOIIBZIUBSJO  9pBJJ  B 

'•Duj  'sjaonpoJd  9uu9oXio  ^g  dBog 

UBDU91UV    JO    UOlJBpCSSB    9qX 


stamp  by  Courte.sy  of  Norlhwesiern  Stamp  Co. 

The  first  general  election  in  In- 
donesia w  a  s  commemorated 
with  four  special  stamps,  all  of 
the  same  design. 


was  somewhat  surprised,  but  as 
the  marriage  had  been  legally 
performed,  he  said  "he  had  no 
apprehension."  This  was  the  first 
runaway  couple  he  had  ever  mar- 
ried. 

After  the  ceremony  the  cab- 
man drove  the  bride  and  groom 
to  the  Plankinton  House,  where 
they  registered  as  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Beckwith.  Dinner  was  served  in 
their  room.  Later  that  afternoon 
a  waiter  found  their  door  open: 
and  the  room  empty.  They  had 
already  left  for  the  North  West- 
ern depot  and  taken  the  4  o'clock; 
train  back  to  Chicago.  Upon  ar-j 
rival  in  Chicago,  Beckwith  took 
his  bride  to  her  father's  home, 
then  he  registered  at  the  Clifton 
House. 

Lincolns  Didn't  Approve        \ 
The  Lincolns  did  not  approve 
of  this   marriage.    Robert  Todd 
Lincoln  issued  the  following 
statement  the  next  day:  "About 
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mitted  having  gone  to  Milwau- 
kee and  being  married  secretly 
in  the  afternoon.  That's  all  there 
is  to  it." 

In  spite  of  this  strong  disap- 
proval of  her  parents,  Jessie 
joined  her  husband  at  Mount 
Pleasant  five  days  later  and  on 
Nov.  18,  watched  him  "battle  for 
the  glory  of  Iowa  Wesleyan"  on 
the  foolball  field. 

This  marriage  begun  so  ro- 
mantically lasted  10  years.  The 
couple's  two  children  survive, 
Miss  Mary  Lincoln  Beckwith  of 
Manchester,  Vt.,  and  Robert  Lin- 
coln Beckwith  of  Washington, 
D.  C.  The  only  other  living  direct 
descendant  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
is  Lincoln  Isham  of  New  York, 
son  of  Jessie's  older  sister  Mary. 

The  Beckwiths  were  divorced 
in  1907.  Jessie  later  married 
Frank  E.  Johnson,  whom  she  di- 
vorced in  1925.  The  next  year 
she  married  Robert  J.  Randolph. 
There  were  no  children  born  of 
these  later  marriages.  Jessie  Lin- 
coln Randolph  died  at  Benning- 
ton, Vt.,  on  Jan.  4,  1948. 


Q  4a/>^^ 


BYPATHS  OF  HISTORY 


Grid  Player,  Sweetheart  Elope 


In  what  way  did  a  oartoon 
involving-  a  great-granddaugfh- 
ter  of  Abraham  Lincoln  cause 
widespread  comment  at  the 
time? 

For  many  years  T  have 
sought  unusual  facts  about 
the  descendants  of  Abraham 
Lincoln.  A  delightful  morsel 
of  Lincoln  news  came  my  way 
sometime  ago  through  a  Glen- 
dale  friend,  Jason  Randall. 

Mr.  Randall  was  born  and 
raised  in  Mt.  Pleasant,  Iowa, 
and  consequently  was  familiar 
with  Lincoln  lore  as  Lincoln's 
son  married  the  daughter  of 
James  Harlan,  a  senator  from 
Iowa  and  also  a  member  of 
Lincoln's  official  staff  at  one 
time. 

Robert,  the  eldest  son  of 
Mr.  Lincoln,  fell  in  love  with, 
and  married  Sen.  Harlan's 
daughter,  Mary.  They  had 
three  children — two  daughters, 
and  a  son,  named  Abraham 
Lincoln  II.  The  story  today 
concerns  the  younger  of  Rob- 


erts  two   daughters — Jessie. 

Mr.  Randall  has  a  boyhood 
friend  living  in  Amarillo,  Tex., 
by  the  name  of  F.  M.  Laf- 
forge,  who  likewise  grew  up 
in  Mt.  Pleasant,  the  home  town 
of  Sen.  Harlan,  where  the 
grandchildren  of  Lincoln  often 
visited.  Here  follows  an  ex- 
cerpt from  a  letter  written  on 
March  12,  1957,  by  Mr.  Ran- 
dall's Texas  friend.  He  wrote: 

"In  the  late  90's  I  was  fin- 
ishing my  course  in  Iowa  VVes- 
leyan  College  (at  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant) and  during  the  fall 
months  was  among  those  who 
went  out  to  the  football  field 
to  give  the  first  string  play- 
ers some  opposition  in  their 
afternoon  practice.  One  after- 
noon Warren  Beckwith  didn't 
show  up  and  everyone  was 
asking,  'Where  is  Warny?,'  as 
he  was  our  star  halfback  and 
indispensable,  both  in  games 
and  in  practice.  No  one  seem- 
ed to  know,  and  the  mystery 
was    not    explained    until    the 


next  day  when  the  Chicago 
papers  came  in.  We  then  learn- 
ed that  Warren  Beckwith  had 
eloped  with  Jessie  Linc6in 
(Robei't's  younger  daughter) 
to  Milwaukee  where  they  were 
married.  (1897)  It  seemed  that 
the  Lincolns  objected  to  the 
match,  which  barrier  the 
young  couple  surmounted  by 
elopement. 

*       *       * 

"In  order  to  make  a  good 
story  out  of  it,  one  of  the  Chi- 
cago papers  had  a  cartoon 
showing  a  dashing  young  play- 
er, dressed  in  full  football  re- 
galia, carrying  a  beautiful 
maiden  dressed  in  wedding 
finery,  with  her  bridal  bou- 
quet in  hand,  making  an  end 
run  around  the  line  and  scor- 
ing a  touchdown.  This  news 
was  the  sensation  of  the  day 
in  our  college  town,  as  well 
as  in  Chicago. 

"I  had  no  personal  acquaint- 
ance with  Jessie  Lincoln,"  con- 
tinued Mr.  Laffoi'ge,  "but  at 
the  time  she  was  living  with 
her  grandparents — the  Har- 
lans — whose  home  was  just 
north  of  the  campus.  I  saw 
her  often  as  a  slender  young 
girl,  riding  a  horse  around 
town.  I  dtf  not  remember 
whether  they  came  back  to 
Mt.  Pleasant  to  live  or  not, 
but  presume  that  they  did  as 
Warren  was  soon  back  and 
football  went  on  as  before. 

"In  1940  and  many  years 
thereafter  I  made  a  trip  to  the 
West  Coast.  I  found  Warren 
living  in  La  Jolla,  and  I  often 
stopped  to  visit  him.  On  one 
visit  (1948)  Warren  explained 
that  he  and  Jessie  ha(i  sepa- 
rated in  1907,  or  10  years  after 
their  marriage.  This  subject 
was  brought  up  by  the  news 
that  Jessie  had  just  died  in 
Manchester,  Vt.,  on  the  old 
Robert  Lincoln  summer  home- 
stead. In  the  conversation,  it 
developed  that,  due  to  ill- 
health,  Jessie  Lincoln  in  her 
later  years  had  grown  to  a 
weight  of  400  pounds  before 
her  death. 

"I  read  of  Warren  Beck- 
with's  death  In  September, 
1955.  He  should  have  been  82 
years  of  age." 

Thus,  bit  by  bit,  there  un- 
folds the  story  of  the  descend- 
ants of  Lincoln.  Three  great- 
grandchildren of  his  are  still 
living,  all  in  their  50's  and 
60's.  All  are  childless,  and  with 
their  passing  the  Lincoln  line 
will  become  extinct. 


Republican  Times,  Ottawa 
June  19,  1958 


Romance  In  Life  Of  Lincoln's 
Granddaughter  Drew  Frowns 


Father  Protested  Marriage^ 
Issued  Statement  To  Press 

Whether  Abraham  Lincoln  loved  Ann  Rutledge  as  deeply  as  some 
poets  and  romanticists  say  he  did.  is  a  matter  for  argument,  but  his 
granddaughter  "made  no  bones"  about  her  feelings  when  she  fell  m 

She  eloped  and  brought  down  on  her  pretty  head  the  wrath  of 
her  patrician  father.  Robert  Todd  Lincoln  who  emphatically  did  not 
approve  of  his  new  son-in-law.  He  did  not  apparently  disown  the 
couple  but  he  did  issue  a  public 
statement  on  the  matter  telling  of 
his  disapproval. 

The  story  of  the  elopers  was  told 
in  the  December,  1955,  issue  of  the 
"Historical  Messenger"  of  the  Mil- 
waukee County  Historical  Society. 

Then  it  was  rewritten  by  Lester 
W.  Olson  and  furnished  by  the 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
of  Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 

Here  is  the  story  of  the  elop- 
ment  that  roused  the  genteel  wrath 
of  Robert  Todd  Lincoln: 

"L  I  N  C  0  L  N'S  Granddaughter 
Elopes  To  Milwaukee." 

"On  a  mild  fall  day,  with  a  light 
south  wind  blowing  a  young  couple 
alighted  from  a  Chicago  train  at 
1:45,  p.  m.,  Nov.  10,  1897.  They 
hurried  out  of  the  St.  Paul  Depot, 
hailed  a  hack  and  directed  t  h  e 
driver  to  the  Hotel  Pfister  where 
they  remained  only  a  few  minutes. 
Fe-entering  the  hack  they  were 
driven  to  the  home  of  the  Rev.  0. 
p.  Christian,  pastor  of  the  Sher- 
man Street  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  at  581  Twelfth  St. 

"The  young  lady  was  Miss  Jes- 
sie Lincoln,  22-year-old  daughter  of 
Robert  Todd  Lincoln  who  almost 
on  that  very  day  had  been  elected 
president  of  the  PuUnfian  Palace 
Car  Co.  Jessie,  a  granddaughter  of 
President  Lincoln,  had  enjoyed  the 
most  brilliant  social  advantages 
both  in  this  country,  when  her 
father  had  been  Secretary  of  War, 
and  in  London,  where  Robert 
Lincoln  ha4  been  U.  S.  minister. 
She  was  the  second  daughter  of  the 
Lincolns,  the  older  being  Mrs. 
Charles  Isham  of  Nejw  York.  Their 
only  son,  Abraham  Lincoln,  died 
while  the  family  lived  in  London. 

"THE  bridegroom  was  23-year- 
old  Warren  Wallace  Beckwith  of 


Mt.  Pleasant,  Iowa,  the  son  of 
Captain  Warren  Beckwith  who  had 
retired  as  general  roadmaster  of 
the  Burlington  Railroad.  The  Mil- 
waukee Journal  said  of  young 
Beckwith  'he  was  a  harum-scarum 
young  fellow  devoted  to  athletics, 
belonging  to  the  local  college  foot- 
bail  and  basketball  teams,  a  good 
horsemen,  shot,  and  bicyclist  but 
with  a  decided  aversion  to  educa 
tional  matters  and  to  the  confin 
ing  requirements  of  a  business 
career."  It  added,  however,  that 
Beckwith  had  no  particularly  bad 
habits  and  was  just  such  a  fellow 
as  would  attract  the  attention  of  a 
romantically  inclined  girl. 

"At  2:30  fhat  afternoon  the 
elopers  arrived  at  the  Rev. 
Christian's  home  and  asked  him  to 
perform  a  marriage  ceremony.  He 
consented  and  led  them  into  his 
parlor  and  took  out  the  necessary 
blanks  and  put  the  couple  under 
oath  as  to  their  ages  and  other 
necessary  details.  Witnesses  were 
then  called  in,  Mrs.  Christian  and 
Mrs.  Henry  J.  Baumgaertner, 
wife  of  the  president  of  the  com- 
mon council. 


"IN  THEIR  presence  M  r  . 
Christian  again  put  the  couple 
under  oath  and  proceeded  to  per- 
form the  ceremony.  Later  the 
minister  recalled  that  both  seemed 
deeply  impressed,  that  no  couple 
he  had  ever  married  before  seem- 
ed to  feel  the  responsibility  ^s  they 
did.  When  he  discovered  they  were 
eloping    he    was    somewhat    sur- 

prised  but  as  the  marriage  h  a  di^j^^^  .^  ^jj  ^^^^^  .^  ^^  .^., 
been  legally  performed  he  said  he^- 
"had  no  apprehensions".  That  was 
the  first  runaway  couple  he  had 
ever  married. 

"After  the  ceremony  the  cabman 
drove  the  bride  and  groom  to  the 


Kankinton  '  House     where     they 
registered  as  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Beck- 
with. Dinner  was  served  in  their 
room   that   afternoon.      Later  the  i 
waiter   found   the   door   open   and| 
the  room  empty.  They  had  already ' 
left    for    the    Northwestern    Depot 
ard   taken   the   4   o'clock  train   to 
Chicago.   Upon   arrival   in  Chicago 
Beckwith    took    his   bride   to   h  e  r 
father's   home    (where)    he   regist- 
ered at  the  Clifton  House. 

THE  Lincolns  did  not  approve 
of  the  marriage.  Robert  Todd 
Lincoln  issued  the  following  state- 
ment the  next  day: 

"About  a  year  ago  my  daughter 
and  young  Beckwith  became  sweet- 
hearts while  she  was  visiting  her 
mother's  old  home  in  Mt.  Pleasant, 
Iowa.  Both  Mrs.  Lincoln  and  I  ob- 
jected to  the  young  man.  We  broke 
off  the  attachment,  separated  the 
young  couple  and  thought  that  set- 
tled it.  While  Miss  Jessie  was  in 
Mt.  Pleasant  on  a  recent  trip  it 
seems  the  attachment  was  renewed 
unknown  to  us.  We  still  disapprove 
of  'the  young  man  as  much  as  we 
ever  did  at  the  outset.  He  is  not 
satisfactory  to  us  to  be  the  hus- 
band of  our  daughter.  He  is  the 
son  of  Caotain  Beckwith,  a  good 
friend  of  Mrs.  Lincoln's  family  at 
Mt.  Pleasant. 

"The  father  is  altogether  an 
estimable  old  man.  It  is  the  son, 
not  the  father,  we  are  opposed  to. 

"I  DO  not  know  anything  about 
the  details  of  the  ceremony.  I  do 
not  know  what  business  the  young 
man  is  engaged  in  but  he  was  in 
some  business  or  other  in  Mt. 
Pleasant.  Jessie  is  now  here  at 
home  with  us.  I  do  not  know  any- 
thing about  the  whereabouts  of 
Mr.  Beckwith  nor  of  his  plans.  We 
did  not  know  of  the  secret  wed- 
ding until  Mrs.  Lincoln  questioned 
our  daughter  in  her  room  after 
dinner  when  she  admitted  having 
gone  to  l\4»lywkukee  and  being  mar- 
ried   secretly    in    the    afternoon. 


of    Iowa    Wesleyan'    on    the   foot- 
ball field." 

THE  marriage  begun  so 
romantically  lasted  10  years.  The 
couple's  two  children  survive,  Miss 
Mary  Lincoln  Beckwith  of  Man- 
chester, Vt.,  and  Robert  Lincoln 
Beckwith  of  Washington,  D.  C.  The 
only  other  living  descendants  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  ^Ss  Lincoln 
Isham  of  New  York,  the  son  of 
Jessie's   older  sister,   N^ary. 

The  Beckwith?  were  divorced  in 
1907.  Jessip  latjsr  'married  .Frank 
E.  Johnson  whom  she  divorced  in 
1925.  The  next  year  she  married 
Robert  J.  Randolph."  There  w^re 
no  children  of  these  later  mkr^ 
riages.  Jessie  Lincoln  Randolph 
Johnson  died  in  Bennington  Jan.  4, 
1948." 


"In  spite  of 'this  strong  disap- 
proval of  her  parents  Jessie  joined 
her  husband  at  Mt.  Pleasant  five 
days  later  and  on  November  18 
watched  him  'battle  for  the  glory 


Home  of  Mrs.  Jessie  Randolph,  granddaughter  of  A.  Lin. 


Mr,    JcsSiB   Randolvh.  another   granddaughter  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
^         hrcsinthisold,  vre-Rcvolutionary  home  in  Georgetown       .    . 
•■   ■   where  there  are  many  old  homes  in  a  section  now  a  part  of 
/  '  Washington.  D.C.  .    ,   ,  ;     , 


